Sir, current guidance from the GDC suggests that there will be no delay to the start of dental foundation training, typically beginning in September. However, what does this mean for finals students? Many last treated a patient in early March, and the next time they are likely to treat a patient is in September as a Dental Foundation Trainee (DFT), after almost seven months of clinical inactivity. All dental professionals returning to work after this current pandemic will feel such an effect but for those transitioning from dental school to DFT and learning about working in primary care for the first time this will be a very steep challenge.

Despite the challenging time the world and the dental profession faces, I have been very impressed by how we have adapted and continued to deliver education. This has allowed dental undergraduates to continue receiving lectures and case-based teaching through webinars. Many dental schools have also taken the decision to deliver finals exams in an online format, without any clinical patient-based examination.

Furthermore, there may need to be a difference in DFT teaching come September. This may involve potentially observing their educational supervisors for a few weeks and being given time to practise in clinical skills labs on phantom heads before actually proceeding to treat patients to help give confidence after months of clinical inactivity. DFTs will also potentially find themselves starting work at a time when the face of dentistry is changing. The clinicians supporting them may also be adapting themselves to the new environment and it is important that everyone is given the support to do this safely.

On reflection, this is a difficult time for everyone across the dental profession, and with finals looming in a format like never before, it is especially hard on current fifth year students. I would like to take this opportunity to wish all dental undergraduates the very best of luck for their forthcoming examinations.
